
Welcome to Kindergarten!
 
The “first day of school” is a great milestone for your child and I understand that you and your child may have met this day with excitement or apprehension (or a little of both). I hope that this letter will help you to know what to expect in kindergarten this year and answer any questions you may have. I would like to take this time to introduce myself. My name is Nichole Harrell. This will be my sixth year teaching kindergarten here at CCA.I  graduated from Metro with a degree in Early Childhood Education and received my masters in Curriculum and Instruction from Colorado Christian University.
 
I am excited to be working with your child this year and helping him/her to achieve his/her full potential. Throughout the remainder of this newsletter, I will share some of my beliefs and classroom policies.
 
Parent/Teacher Relationship

I believe that a good parent-teacher relationship is necessary for maximum school success. Throughout the year I will communicate with you as much as possible. Students will have a daily folder in which I will put any notes or reminders from the school or myself. This folder is to be returned each day and you may also use it to send me any notes as well. Students will have a second folder that comes home on Friday’s only. This folder will have graded work, and will need to be signed by a parent and then returned the following Monday. I encourage you to contact me if you have any questions or concerns. You can send me a note, call me at school (303-644-5180), or e-mail me at harrell.nichole@ccabennett.org
 



School Attendance

Your child’s regular and prompt attendance at school is crucial to his/her success. I can’t emphasize this point enough!!!  Most kindergarten learning activities are group oriented and involve interaction with classmates. Therefore, it is next to impossible to make up work at home. Please view school as a priority, and see to it that your child attends every day except in cases of illness or emergency. If your child is going to be absent please call the office at 303-644-5180
 
Before/After School
 
Students are not to be dropped off at school before 7:45 am as there will not be supervision on the playground before then. Students will play on the playground until the whistle blows for them to line up. If the weather is bad students will be let into the building to put their things away and do quiet activities until school starts. After school, students who get picked up will not be allowed to leave until I see the student’s parent/guardian. Those students who ride the bus will be walked to their bus by either me or a Para. For the safety of your child and all the children at CCA, we ask that you drop them off and pick them up outside the building. If for any reason you need to enter the school, please check in with the office. This helps alleviate any confusion between staff and visiting adults in the building.  
 
Changes in Transportation

If you plan to pick up a child that normally rides the bus or you wish for your child to ride a different bus than usual, you must send a written note.  Please do not rely on your child to tell me this information, because children often become confused and relay 



messages incorrectly. If no written note is received, your child will be sent home by his/her usual method of transportation.

Outdoor Recess

The children will be going out for recess everyday unless it is raining or the temperature is below 20˚. Please keep this in mind when helping your child select clothing for the day.  
 
Discipline
I use the green, yellow, red system in my class; all students will start on green in the mornings. A student will move to yellow, if they have a behavior that requires two warnings – resulting in 5 minutes loss of recess. If a student has a severe behavior such as yelling, disrespect etc… they will move to red – resulting in at least 15 minutes loss of recess and a note home. If a student has a red day they will fill out a note explaining their behavior and bring it home to be signed by a parent. If a student has such extreme behaviors such as hitting etc… they will receive a referral to the office and the director will handle discipline. 
Money

On occasion it will be necessary for your child to bring money to school.  Always send money in a sealed envelope with the following information written on it:
 
1.         1 Your child’s first and last name.
1.         2 The amount of money.
1.         3 The purpose for the money (book money, lunch money,    
     picture money, etc.).
1.         4 My name.
 


Book Orders

Your child will be bringing home a form to order books about once a month.  If you wish to order, simply fill out the form and send a check or money order made out to the book company in an envelope. Please do not send cash, I have no means for making change. There will also be an option to order and pay online. These orders are provided as a convenient way for parents to buy quality books for their child at a low price. As an added bonus, for every dollar that is spent on books, I earn bonus points that are used to purchase books for classroom use.  This is a win-win situation because you get quality literature at a low price and you are helping to provide quality literature for the classroom. Of course, you are never under any obligation to order.
 
Birthdays
 
Birthdays are special occasions for young children. If your child wishes, he/she may bring treats for the class on his/her birthday.  Pre-packaged treats are best and easiest. Please send a note a day or two in advance, so I can give you an exact number of children in the class and set aside some class time for the party.
 
Toys and Electronics

 Please, do not allow your child to bring toys or electronics to school. As careful as we try to be, many times these items become lost or broken, and can become a distraction.
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Snack/Lunch
 
Each parent will be responsible for providing their child with a small snack and daily lunch. If you order a lunch from the school then your 
child will need only to bring a snack that day. Due to time restraints and the number of children in the lunch room, we are asking parents to try and send items that do not need to be warmed in a microwave. However, we understand that this is not always possible.

The End

In closing, I would just like to say that I am looking forward to a great year of working with your child!  Thank you in advance for your concern and support throughout the year!!!
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